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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

^0)\Z\ The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

The terminal disclaimer filed on 01/08/2010 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the 
expiration date of 10/546746 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal 
disclaimer has been recorded. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tliis or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shirasaki et al, WO 2004/074378 (Equivalent of US 2007/0015868, hereinafter 

Shirasaki). 
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4. Regarding claims 1-6, 8-9, 11-15, 17-18, and 20, Shirasaki discloses a 
method of manufacturing a silicone rubber, which may be made into a sponge 
[0029] comprising 

(1-1) preparing an aqueous dispersion of a filler composed of 10-300 parts by 
weight (pbw) of water that contains a water-soluble polymer (E), 1-40 pbw of a 
finely powdered silica filler (B), 0-500 pbw of a conductive filler and 0-500 pbw of 
a non-conductive inorganic filler (D), the total of these parts to fall within the 
range of 1-500 pbw and 

(1-2) preparing an aqueous emulsion by stirring and mixing the above 
components with 

a. 1 00 pbw of an organopolysiloxane (A) that contains in one 
molecule at least two silicon-bonded alkenyl groups and that has a 
viscosity of 100-500,000 mPa s at 25° C 

b. 0.1-10 pbw of an emulsification agent (F) and 

c. A curing agent (G) 

(2-1) curing the aqueous emulsion, forming a wet silicone-rubber like cured body, 
and then removing the water or 

(2-2) dehydrating and curing the aqueous emulsion [0007]. 
Shirasaki further discloses the curing agent (G) used is preferably a platinum 
type catalyst which is used in combination with an organopolysiloxane that 
contains silicon-bonded hydrogen atoms [0019]. 

5. Furthermore, Shirasaki discloses the Practical Example 1 wherein an 
aqueous solution Is prepared by adding 0.5% sodium polyacrylate to water, then 
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50 parts of this were added witli 1 .0 part of fumed silica, 10 parts of acetylene 
black, which is then stirred and mixed. 100 pbw of a copolymer of 
methylvinylsiloxane and a dimethylsiloxane having both molecular terminals 
capped with trimethylsiloxy groups, which have a viscosity of 40,000 mPa s at 
25° C, 1 .0 part of a polyoxyethylene dioleate, and 0.5 part of polyoxyethylene 
dioleate were then added to the above dispersion and stirred. This was then 
added to a container, and 1 .0 part of dimethylsiloxane methylhydrogensiloxane 
copolymer capped at both ends with trimethylsiloxy groups (0.8% silicon bonded 
hydrogen atoms), 0.1 part of a complex of chloroplatinic acid and 1 ,3- 
divlnyltetramethyldisiloxane, and 0.1 partof 3,5-dimethyl-1-hexyne per 100 parts 
of the dimethylsiloxane methylhydrogensiloxane copolymer were added to the 
container. This was then stirred, and deaerated, cured at 90° C for 10 minutes 
and then heated to 150° C to dry, which reads on the claimed composition and 
method of making. 

6. Regarding claims 7, 1 0, 1 6 and 1 9, Shirasaki further discloses that the 
water-soluble polymer (E) should be added in an amount of 0.1 to 5 wt %, 
preferably 0.5 to 3 wt. %, per amount of water, which reads on the claimed 
addition of water-soluble polymer. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to LINDSAY NELSON whose telephone number 
is (571)270-7735. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor. Randy Gulakowski can be reached on 571-272-1302. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
Is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

LN 

/RANDY GULAKOWSKI/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1796 



